DESIGN and ACCESS STATEMENT: 

CROWHURST CEP SCHOOL, FOREWOOD LANE

CROWHURST, EAST SUSSEX.

JOB NO. 09014  revised 8.12.9
Introduction

Crowhurst Church of England Primary School is situated on the eastern side of Forewood Lane, in a prominent position opposite the church of St. George. Crowhurst lies in an area of outstanding natural beauty. The school has 107 pupils in the age range of 4-11 years. Crowhurst School is a Listed Building.
Access
Access is by car or on foot. There is limited car parking in the village hall car park,
The Proposal
This scheme involves the demolition of two flat roof extensions to the front (west) elevation and the creation of a pitched roof extension running the width of the building. The accommodation provided will include a larger classroom, Headmasters Study and School Office. There will be a new Library area and an Entrance Hall / Cloakroom. The extension follows the Victorian pattern of the existing classroom, with Flemish bond brickwork under a pitched slate roof terminating with gabled ends. 
South Elevation
Demolish modern flat roof extension that currently houses the school office. Remove metal casement from classroom wall, add purpose made window. Add new extension to Classroom. The extension is to be built with Flemish bond brick walls and lime mortar joints, using bricks to match existing. Slate roof to match existing roof.  Cast iron rainwater goods.

The Gothic Revival pointed arch windows are consistent with the Victorian style of the extension and the existing Victorian classroom, reflect the schools association with the Church of England and being narrower than the existing square window, enable a reduction in glazing on the south elevation. (The existing larger windows allow in too much sunlight causing light and heat problems.)

West Elevation

Demolish modern flat roof extensions that currently house the school office and Library. Part demolish modern wall to existing classroom. Add new extension to provide School Office, Entrance Lobby, Headmasters Study and Classroom. Extension to be Flemish bond brick walls with lime mortar joints, using bricks to match existing. Slate roof to match existing roof.  Cast iron rainwater goods.
North Elevation

Demolish modern flat roof extension that currently houses the Library. Add new extension housing the School Office.. Extension to be Flemish bond brick walls with lime mortar joints, using bricks to match existing. Slate roof to match existing roof.  Cast iron rainwater goods.

Interior
Exterior and interior walls to be demolished are shown on the ground floor plan. The revised internal layout will provide a new School Office, Entrance Lobby to the front, Library, Headmasters Study, Classroom and  Entrance / Cloakroom to the side (south.)
Exterior / Landscaping
The existing boundary wall will be maintained. There is one significant tree on the south-west corner of the scheme that will need consideration. There are no landscaping proposals.
Sustainability

Crowhurst School is a valuable asset that will benefit from the proposals, improving its sustainability by increasing its fitness for purpose. The modern levels of insulation in the extension will improve heat loss / energy consumption levels. No extra hard surface is created so rainwater run-off is not increased.

Justification
Crowhurst School received a ‘Good’ status in its last Ofsted report, but had the following comment;
‘It is not easy to move around between classrooms without disturbing others. To help

alleviate this, innovative solutions, while not ideal, have been developed, such as the

use of the village hall and one classroom for dinners. Nevertheless, pupils themselves

remark that it would be good to have more indoor space.’
This scheme will allow access into the school from the south and into the ICT Room without having to go through a classroom. The School Office and Headmasters study will now be adequately sized rather than cramped as they are currently. Both the School Office and Headmasters Study will provide the ability to monitor personnel entering and leaving the school building. There will be a more adequate sized library. The visual aspect of the school will be enhanced by the extension, providing a balanced massing and  having good quality, historically appropriate materials.  
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